Upcoming Events

Love is in the Air

(Mar 11", 6:00 pm)

An in-depth study on breeding bird
behaviors including mate selection,
courtship, nest building and much
more.

Nature Faire for Kids

(Mar 19*,10:00 am-2:00pm)
Join us for an event full of activi-
ties for kids including fossil hunt,
arts & crafts and much more.

Feathered Jewels

(Mar 22", 6:00 pm)

An insight to the amazing world
of hummingbirds. Learn the facts
that separate hummingbirds into
a unique family of birds. Enjoy a
presentation full of information
and beautiful images of humming-
birds. Admire the beauty of some
of the most majestic species like
the Booted Racket-tailed, and the

Fiery-throated or the tiny Volcano
hummingbird.

The Enchanted Isles*

(April 2", 6:00 pm)

Dinner Event - Fee $15.00 pp
Come aboard as we navigate
through the Galapagos Islands,
witnessing some of the most
impressive spectacles of nature.
From breeding birds colonies to
humpback whales, and the famous
tortoises, there’s a reason why
these islands are called the En-
chanted Isles.

Check our website’s calendar for
more events. All events are held at
the Street Audubon Center, Winter
Haven unless otherwise specified.

For more info on events contact:
events@]lakeregionaudubon.org
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AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION_

|:| AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
[make check payable to National Audubon Society]
This membership automatically enrolls you in the National Audubon Society, Audubon of Florida,
and Lake Region Audubon Society.

REGION

AUDUBON SOCIETY

You will receive these publications from each organization:
* National Audubon Society - Audubon Magazine
* Audubon of Florida - Florida Naturalist

- Lake Region Audubon Society - The Scrub Jay Times C1Z E2507

Cost: Ist year - $20.00* Yearly Renewal: $35.00
“Lake Region will receive all of the first year’s dues. Thereafter it receives no direct portion of your annual dues.

Save costs: send

|:| LOCAL MEMBERSHIP ONLY [make check payable to Lake Region Audubon Society]
newsletter by e-mail.

* This membership enrolls you in Lake Regio Times, which is published 5 times a year.

 Cost: 1st year - $20.00 Yearly Renewal: $20.00*

* Your first year’s dues and each renewal goes 100% to support all Lake Region Audubon’s
programs and the publication of the newsletter, The Scrub Jay Times.

Member Name: Phone #:

Address: email:

Please mail your check and this completed application to:
Membership Chairman

1439 Grand Cayman Cir

Winter Haven, FL 33884.

If this is a gift membership for the person named above, please
write your name here:

REGION

AUDUBON SOCIETY

President’s Thoughts
Gleamings of the Fall Migration
Gator Creek

Birding Adventures

Eagle Watch at Work by Reinier Munguia

It all started with a phone call from

Lynda White from the Audubon Cen-
ter for Bird of Prey (CBOP) and coor-

dinator of the Eagle Watch program.
She was in need of
foster parents for a
four week old eaglet
from Osceola county.
The nest in which it
was born collapsed
killing its sibling. Af-
ter a failed attempt to
return this youngster
to its parents, Lynda
was left with no
choice other than to
find him a new home.

I quickly alerted all
the LRAS Eagle Watch volunteers

and the search was on. After inspect-

ing a few nests, we couldn’t locate
one with babies of the same age as
this one. Some were too old and had
grown flight feathers, others were

too small. Finally I came to check on
PO208, which looked like a nice nest

and the eaglet there seemed to be the

right age. But it wasn’t until later that

day that I got an email from Becky
Richardson that included pictures of
the baby living on PO208. It looked
like a possible match for our foster
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eaglet. Within a day we coordinated
the relocation and on January 19th,
the eaglet was brought to Winter
Haven. Lynda arrived with Jim Lotta,
an Eagle Watch volunteer
and official tree climber,
and John, a volunteer
from the CBOP.

The process of relocating
this eaglet required taking
a picture of the existing
eaglet to ensure it was a
match. Jim climbed the
tree and took a picture,
then the camera was low-
ered to confirm the age
of the bird. It all looked

good and the foster eaglet
was raised to its new home. As a treat
and to reduce the work load of the
adults, a nice fat rat was left for the
adults to feed the babies.

This is just one of many cases every
year that show the importance of
citizen science based programs such
as Eagle Watch, and the success of
the Audubon Center for Birds of Prey.
Thanks to them, and all the volunteers
that work so hard to keep our raptors
flying.



President’s Thoughts

Fundraising for Conservation Projects -
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle... by: susan Schenk

We have been hearing these words
for over a generation now. It seems
that not all of us have been listening.
How do these words affect our daily
lives? Well, I have an idea that will
help us increase our ability to live
these words in a meaningful way and
help wildlife in the process.

Our Society wants to fund special
places and special projects that will
increase the health of bird populations
both migratory and residential. Fund-
ing these projects has been a problem
in the recent economic times. So we
have to be creative and find ways to
raise money and sponsoring a com-
munity wide sale seems like an awe-
some idea.

Here is my idea in a nutshell. We
have this wonderful property in
Winter Haven. Our site has parking,
open areas and all the space in the

world to host a quarterly community
white (bird) sale. What do you think
of the idea? We host the event, you
pay a nominal fee to have a table at
the event and you get the opportunity
to sell (recycle) your unneeded goods
to a larger audience than having your
own private sale.

There would be a few simple rules.
You can not bring weapons of any
kind to sell at the sale and you must
clean up after yourself and remove
any unsold items.

How is this helpful? I don’t know
about you, but I sometimes wish I
could have a garage sale but I don’t
think I have enough stuff to make it
worthwhile. So I keep holding onto
that stuff and wondering when I will
donate it or sell it to make room in my
garage. If I knew that there would be
plenty of traffic and lots of customers,

I might just get rid of or pass on my
stuff to those who want and need it.
You get the picture.

That is my idea. Now all I need are
people who would want this to hap-
pen and support it by signing up for a
table. I would very much like to have
a committee of folks interested in
helping out, coordinating and commu-
nicating to the people in the neighbor-
hoods around Polk County.

So the call is out to the people.

Would you help out and support this
idea? If so, please contact the Society
President, me, and I will gladly work
with any and all individuals or groups
that would like to be involved. Times
a wasting, today we can start to live
the “reduce, reuse and recycle” life-
style that will help our area’s wildlife.

Contact: president@lakeregion.org
Or call: 863-701-0216

Gleamings of the Fall Migration sy: pau Fetters

In Central Florida, fall migration
begins about the third week of July
(believe it or not) and winds up about
mid-November. Saddle Creek Park is
our best local migrant stopover, and
loca ers, and male and female Ceru-
lean Warblers. Other better birds were
Yellow, 2 Worm-eating, and 3 Hooded
Warblers. The scenic boardwalk along
Lake Tarpon was very productive.

Don, Liz and I spent 9/11 on the East
Coast birding Turkey Creek Sanctu-
ary in the A.M. and Merritt Island
National Wildlife Preserve in the P.M.
Top birds were a pair of Audubon Ca-
racaras on the drive over, 13 Roseate
Spoonbills, 2 Eastern Wood Peewees,

2 Florida Scrub Jays, and 9 warbler
species including 6 Blackburnian, 2
male Black-throated Blue, 3 Prothono-
tary, and Worm-eating.

The dogs and I spent most of 9\18
(Fall Migration Count day), at the
Arbuckle State Forest and surround-
ing area. A family of 11 Wild Turkeys
were spotted near Lake Arbuckle
County Park; 3 Scrub Jays were near
the intersection of Arbuckle Rd. and
Rucks Dairy Rd.; 4 Brown-headed
Nuthatches were along School Bus
Rd.; and no fewer than 8 warbler
species (including Blue-winged and
Black-throated Blue) were in a group
near the entrance to the Avon Park Air
Force Range.

A visit to the Mosaic Phosphate Mines
by Pete Timmer and myself on 9/19
resulted in some pleasant surprises;
307 Great Egrets, 51 Roseate Spoon-
bills, very early Northern Harrier,

8 American Avocets, 4 Long-billed
Dowitchers, Gull-billed Tern, 39
Sandwich Terns, and whopping num-

bers of Forster’s Terns (1,085) and
Black Terns (525).

A trip to Ft. De Soto County Park with
Liz Lane rounded out the migration
with 83 species noted, best being 6
adult Pied-billed Grebes and 3 striped
very young at the Tierra Verde Pond
along with 35 Redhead Ducks (8

duck species overall), 1,000 American
White Pelicans,19 Wilson’s Plovers,
rare Piping Plover (North Beach), 8
American Oystercatchers, 7 Marbled
Godwits, an amazing 117 Black-
hooded Parakeets (feeding in the grass
along the road), and 2 rare Golden-
crowned Kinglets (our target bird and
first for Liz in Florida), and the first
American Robin for the fall. A bonus
was seeing about 25 Monarch But-
terflies getting set for their amazing
migration across the Gulf of Mexico
to Mexico!

In all, 23 warbler species were record-
ed for the fall. Perhaps I will see you
on the trail!

Gator Creek
Reserve

by Charles Geanangel

If you are interested in exploring the
fabled Green Swamp yet you don’t
want to drive for hours, the Gator
Creek Reserve is for you. This 2,700
acre Polk County nature preserve is
found on highway 98 just north of
Lakeland. Located one mile above
where the dual highway changes to a
single lane; proceed to the entrance
on your right. There is no entrance
fee. Two large recent additions have
made this reserve the second largest
in the Polk County reserve system.
The County staff has provided a nice
paved parking area, modern bath-
rooms, trail guides, and picnic tables.
This is becoming popular with the
equestrian set and they have a separate
entrance on Clark Road nearby. The
extensive trail system is made up of

several loops, one of which is paved
for handicapped visitors.

Most all of the specialty birds found
in the Green Swamp can be found here
in this heavily wooded tract. Sum-
mer Tanagers, Carolina Chickadees,
Yellow-throated Warblers, and Blue-
gray Gnatcatchers all breed here. Deer
and Wild turkeys are common but in
order to observe the wildlife you must
remain quiet. As you walk deeper into
the reserve, you will experience what
the early settlers must have experi-
enced; a vast forest broken up with
cypress domes and small streams.
Little Gator Creek has been extensive-
ly ditched but it is still evident. Once
you are away from the highway noises
all you hear will be the sounds of the
birds and the whisper of the breeze in
the trees. For many city people this
will be an eerie experience. Be sure
to carry plenty of water with you and
plan on several hours of walking if
you choose one of the longer trails.
You will not be disappointed.

Rails:
Unusual Birds

Birding Adventures
Join the fun!

by: Gloria Brooke

The Bird Club of LRAS meets every
Thursday from November till mid-
April no matter what the weather
conjures up for us. Well, a hurricane
would make the exception. We

had one mighty cold day this year

at Cockroach Bay. Enroute we saw
three species of hummingbirds fol-
lowed by a good day’s collection of
birds. On the way home we visited
the manatees at Florida Power. Each
trip has its highlights like the Golden
Crowned Kinglets joining in our pic-
nic lunch at Ft DeSoto, or the disap-
pearing Roseate Spoonbills roused by
an immature Eagle for a few mo-
ments in the Blue Heron Wetlands.
Then they were gone. Our trips are
scheduled for the season with some
flexibility. We were able to visit the
Raptor Project at the Space Coast
Birding Festival while in the area.

The Mosaic Mines’ trip is always a
highlight. We saw ninety seven spe-
cies of birds this year at the Mines.
We have nine more trips scheduled
for this season.

Birders of every level are encour-
aged to join us. Some of the trips
need advanced registration such as
the February 17, 2011, Blue Springs
River Cruise trip. The cost of the
River Cruise is prepaid $18.00 each.

On the LRAS website, look under
Bird Club for the schedule. Bring
your binoculars and usually lunch
too. We have a fun time and learn
more about birds and birding every
time. For more information contact:

Gloria Brooke
birdclub@lakeregionaudubon.org



